[Indications and use of prothrombin complex in cardiac surgery].
On of the most common, and serious, complications in cardiac surgery is postoperative bleeding. According to the majority of studies, between 10% and 92% of patients subjected to elective surgery require transfusions of blood products and blood derivatives. Transfusions and reinterventions are associated with longer stays in critical care units and a decrease in survival rates. There have been some important changes in the treatment of changes in haemostasis and post-surgical bleeding in the last few years, particularly with the introduction into clinical practice of working procedures backed up by clinical guidelines, as well as the appearance of new drugs. The aim of this work is to describe the main characteristics and update the use of prothrombin complexes that are currently available in Spain, with special emphasis on their use in cardiac surgery.